Jolly Rodgers Pre-school Newsletter October
2024

THIS MONTH IS ALL ABOUT ‘WHERE DOES IT COME FROM”’

Our learning through play will continue to progress throughout our monthly
activities. The children will continue to build on new skills daily, please
encourage these at home. This month we are looking at ‘where does it come
from’ — this can take our plans in lots of different directions and all activities
will focus around this and will lead into Autumn, leaves, changing colours,
change with weather etc. We will also incorporate Halloween within this
project.
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THIS MONTH’S SONG’S (please encourage your child to sing these with you)

| love apples

Apple ‘bingo’ song

Put your apple in the air
Autumn

Autumn leaves are falling down
Dingle dangle scarecrow
Halloween is coming

Incy Wincy spider



THIS MONTH’S COLOUR -BROWN

Our sand tray’s will be filled with sand and we will be able to find some spiders,
skeletons, stones, twigs, conkers, acorns & leaves in our sand this month!!

Our water trays will have autumn/Halloween props, brown and orange water with
ladels and cauldrons added throughout the month.

THIS MONTH’S ARTS (we will send home children’s work for you to display)

We will be using lots of different art & crafts to decorate pictures for our theme.
E.g. crayons, felt tips, painting, sticking, junk art, foot prints, tissue paper,
making pictures using glue & sand.

We will be making:

Autumn pictures and junk art from leaves & twigs we find on our nature walk in
the Fairyland forest. Junk art pictures of pumpkins and leaf rubbing pictures,
chalk firework pictures and we will also be doing lots of artwork which we will
be decorating around the room. We will also be carving a pumpkin to put in our
room. Very busy month!

COOKING - Chocolate apples!
THIS MONTH’S LOFT AREA:

Ground Level — Halloween & Autumn sensory
Upper Level-will be developed for Autumn and Nature including a farm shop

All children will be encouraged to create their own items for the loft area and create
their own artwork.

THIS MONTH’S CIRCLE TIME

Within the classroom we will use “Circle Time” to read stories, poems etc to develop
each child’s love of books and language.



Our stories this month will include the following topics:

Changes in weather and how trees change
Halloween

We will also use “Circle Time” to learn about spooky Halloween.

Children will also carry on talking and expressing feelings on how they feel during
Halloween and animals hibernating.

In addition during circle time children will have an input to make plans and they will
also discuss what they have liked in the room and anything they would like to change.
Their input and feedback will help staff shape plans to meet the children’s interests
and needs.

SENSORY DEVELOPMENT/MESSY PLAY/TUFE TRAY

Autumn & Halloween this month - We will be exploring the gardens looking for
leaves, sticks etc to use in our tuff tray activities. We will explore different textures
with new materials, ‘carving’ pumpkins and will enjoy having messy play with the
‘extra bits’ once carved. Spider web shaving foam tray. Children are welcome tto
collect items and bring them along. We will be making autumn sensory bags which
will include, leaves, glitter etc for children to explore and investigate.

THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAY’S

Each month we may have a birthday celebration; we will create a birthday chart and
sing “Happy Birthday”. Each child will be added to this chart as their birthday occurs
throughout the year. If you wish you may send a cake/or healthy option to celebrate
during break. (All Cakes must be nut free).



HAPPY BIRTHDAY:
Emma
Heidi
Katie
Ben

PHYSICALACTIVITIES

We will be outside everyday —please supply coats. We will be encouraging the
children to put on their own coats. The children will be introduced to a variety of
games and outdoor equipment. We will also start to develop our outside nature garden
and growing activities.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Can we ask that you please be extra cautious when driving around the car
park area and always be aware of adults and children. We are sure you can
appreciate that there are a lot of children within the nursery being collected
at different times and it can be busy. Please always be attentive of this.
Thank you.

Can you please ensure gates are closed securely behind you each time you
enter or leave the nursery premises. Thank you.

Can we please remind you not to block the area where nursery vehicles are
parked. This must be kept clear so the vehicles can get in and out and we
can safely off load the children. Thank you.

Thank you for your co-operation with using different entrance/exit while
we await new fencing being put in place.

Just a little reminder to any of our parents who are signed up to tax free
childcare, and haven’t already, please do look into registering for NICSS.

We want to highlight for all parents/guardians that we have an extremely serious
peanut allergy within Jolly Rodgers. The parent has given us permission to



inform you that the child has had anaphylaxis reactions previously. The allergic
reaction to peanuts is both through eating them and also by touching foods that
contain or may contain peanuts. In addition, if someone has eaten peanuts and
touches a surface which the child could then touch, this also causes a severe
reaction. Jolly Rodgers is a nut free zone and we do not provide foods which
have nuts or peanuts in the ingredient list. However, it has been highlighted that
If any children prior to arriving at Jolly Rodgers eat any nut or peanut
containing foods, this can be a serious danger and possibly cause anaphylaxis.
We would respectfully ask that all parents/guardians please take this into
consideration to ensure the child’s safety. Anaphylaxis is extremely serious. We
appreciate your co-operation. Thank you.

Can we request that parents please be mindful that we may have a number of
children within the nursery with highly compromised immune systems and
coming into contact with common infectious conditions, especially chicken pox
or stomach bugs, may have serious implications for them. If your child may
come into contact with chicken pox, please do inform nursery so that we can
pass this information on. Please note that children with a tummy bug should not
return to nursery until they have been well for 48hrs. Advice on children
returning to nursery or school after illness is available at
http://www.publichealth.hscni.net

Could we please ask that you ensure all your contact details are completed
fully on Famly app. Thank you.

RAINBOW DAY

Just a little reminder it is Rainbow Day on Friday 4" October.

We have another charity that is very close to our hearts and that is ‘make a
wish children’s charity’. We had a little boy who attended the nursery and he
very sadly passed away a number of years ago. Each year, as this was his
mother’s request, we have a ‘RAINBOW DAY’ wearing bright colours in
memory of little Lennon and all money raised goes to ‘make a wish’.


http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/

Our Rainbow Day this year is FRIDAY 4th OCTOBER. Please feel free to join
us on this special day by wearing anything bright and colourful and all we ask
is a small donation. THANK YOU.

The Daily Mile is a social physical activity which we will be carrying out each day
throughout the next few weeks. It will involve the children wheeling (in buggies),
crawling, walking, running, jogging at our own pace in the fresh air with friends.
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‘The daily mile is to improve the physical, social, emotional and mental health and
wellbeing of our children — regardless of age, ability or personal circumstance’

“The Daily Mile works!

It takes place in 15 minutes.

Children run outside in the fresh air — and the weather is a benefit, not a
barrier.

0 It's social, non-competitive and fun.
It helps to improve fitness
0 It encourages children to be aware of their health.

It's fully inclusive; every child, whatever their circumstances, age or
ability, succeeds at The Daily Mile.’

PARTY TIME!!

We will be having our pre-school Halloween Party on Thursday 31% October
with fancy dress, spooky songs & terrifying treats!!




We just wanted to share a little sad news — Rosie will be retiring at the end of

the month. ® She has been a loved part of our Jolly Rodgers family for 10
years and we will miss her so much. Thank you, Rosie, for 10 years of many,
many happy memories!!

Thank you from all in Pre-school.



